Linguists have investigated a number of traits that characterize English in Utah. Among these are the cord/card merger (Bowie 2003), the fill/fell merger (Baker and Eddington 2009, DiPaolo and Faber 1990), and the use of propredicate do (DiPaolo 1993). However, one of the most often stigmatized characteristics of Utah English is that Utahns "drop their Ts" in words such as mountain, and kitten, which is pervasive enough that it even receives local press coverage. One challenge for investigating the factors that influence t-dropping, as well as its social meaning, is defining exactly what t-dropping is in phonetic terms; it could involve actual deletion, or may refer to the glottal pronunciation, or it may entail an oral release after the glottal stop. The goal of the present study is to determine the phonetic correlate of this stigmatized pronunciation and to make an initial foray into how age, being from Utah, and gender affect it.
